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-XGLFLDO�:DWFK�SURPRWHV�WUDQVSDUHQF\��LQWHJULW\�DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�
LQ�JRYHUQPHQW��SROLWLFV�DQG�WKH�ODZ���:H�FDUU\�RXW�RU�PLVVLRQ�WKURXJK�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��UHVHDUFK��OLWLJDWLRQ�DQG�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ���)URP�WLPH�WR�
WLPH�ZH�SURGXFH�6SHFLDO�5HSRUWV�RQ�LPSRUWDQW�SXEOLF�SROLF\�PDWWHUV�WR�
LOOXPLQDWH�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LQIRUPV�WKH�SXEOLF�
DQG�KROGV�RXU�WUXVWHG�SXEOLF�VHUYDQWV�DFFRXQWDEOH�

:H�KDYH�SUHSDUHG�WKLV�6SHFLDO�5HSRUW�ZLWK�WKH�DQDO\VLV��LQVLJKWV�DQG�
H[SHUWLVH�RI�0U��5D\PRQG�)RXUQLHU��D�UHFHQWO\�UHWLUHG�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\�
6HUYLFH�6SHFLDO�$JHQW�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKLUW\�\HDUV�RI�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
H[SHULHQFH�PDQDJLQJ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�VHFXULW\��WR�LQFOXGH�EHLQJ�D�5HJLRQDO�

6HFXULW\�2I¿FHU�LQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�(PEDVVLHV�LQ�VXFK�FRXQWULHV�DV��+RQGXUDV��
6LHUUD�/HRQH��%HOJLXP��DQG�/HEDQRQ�²�DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�VHQVLWLYH�RYHUVHDV�
SRVWLQJV�WR�LQFOXGH�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�,VUDHO��6SHFL¿FDOO\��0U��)RXUQLHU�SRVVHVVHV�
H[SHUWLVH�LQ��DVVHVVLQJ�DQG�PDQDJLQJ�ULVN��GHYHORSLQJ�DQG�H[HFXWLQJ�VHFXULW\�
EXGJHWV�DQG�SODQV��RUJDQL]LQJ�GLJQLWDU\�SURWHFWLRQ�GHWDLOV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WHFKQLFDO��
SURFHGXUDO�VHFXULW\�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WR�DXJPHQW�SK\VLFDO�
VHFXULW\���0U��)RXUQLHU¶V�DVVLVWDQFH�KDV�EHHQ�LQYDOXDEOH�

-XGLFLDO�:DWFK�KDV�RSHQHG�LWV�RZQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�%HQJKD]L�DWWDFN���
2XU�VWDII�RI�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV�LQFOXGHV�IRUPHU�LQWHOOLJHQFH�RI¿FHUV��
DQDO\VWV��PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV��DWWRUQH\V��DQG�MRXUQDOLVWV���-XGLFLDO�:DWFK�KDV�PRUH�
WKDQ�WHQ������)UHHGRP�RI�,QIRUPDWLRQ�$FW��)2,$��UHTXHVWV�SHQGLQJ�ZLWK�YDULRXV�
([HFXWLYH�GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�DJHQFLHV�VHHNLQJ�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�UHFRUGV�UHODWLQJ�WR�
WKH�DWWDFN���:H�KDYH�¿OHG�VHSDUDWH�ODZVXLWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�'LVWULFW�&RXUW�
IRU�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�WR�FRPSHO�WKH�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WR�FRPSO\�
ZLWK�WKH�)2,$�ODZ�DQG�UHOHDVH�WKH�UHFRUGV�ZH�VHHN���,Q�WKH�LQWHULP��ZH�SXUVXH�
DGGLWLRQDO�DYHQXHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�FRPSOHWH��DFFXUDWH��IDFWXDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�D�GHDGO\�DWWDFN�FRVWLQJ�
WKH�OLYHV�RI�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�$PEDVVDGRU�&KULVWRSKHU�6WHYHQV�DQG�WKUHH�DGGLWLRQDO�
EUDYH�$PHULFDQV�
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$W������S�P��RQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�6HSWHPEHU�����������D�JURXS�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����
KHDYLO\�DUPHG�,VODPLVW�PLOLWLD�PHPEHUV�DWWDFNHG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV¶�GLSORPDWLF�PLVVLRQ�
LQ�%HQJKD]L��/LE\D���7KH�HQVXLQJ���KRXU�DVVDXOW�RQ�WKH�6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�&RPSRXQG�
�60&��DQG�KHUHDIWHU��³&RPSRXQG´��DQG�WKH�QHDUE\�&,$�DQQH[�FODLPHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�IRXU�
$PHULFDQV��$PEDVVDGRU�&KULVWRSKHU�6WHYHQV��8�6��)RUHLJQ�6HUYLFH�6SHFLDOLVW�6HDQ�
6PLWK��DQG�IRUPHU�1DY\�6($/6�*OHQ�'RKHUW\�DQG�7\URQH�:RRGV���6WHYHQV��ZKR�KDG�
SUHYLRXVO\�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�8�6��6SHFLDO�(QYR\�WR�WKH�/LE\DQ�7UDQVLWLRQDO�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO��
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�$PEDVVDGRU�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�GXW\�VLQFH�WKH������VKRRWLQJ�RI�$PEDVVDGRU�
$GROSK�'XEV�LQ�.DEXO��$IJKDQLVWDQ�

,Q�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�DWWDFN��3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�DQG�VHQLRU�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI¿FLDOV�
ZHUH�TXLFN�WR�LGHQWLI\�0XVOLP�RXWUDJH�RYHU�DQ�REVFXUH�,QWHUQHW�YLGHR�PRFNLQJ�
0RKDPPHG�DV�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�DWWDFN1���,Q�D�6HSWHPEHU���WK�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�WKH�
LQFLGHQW��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�UHPDUNHG��³6LQFH�RXU�IRXQGLQJ��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDV�EHHQ�D�
QDWLRQ�WKDW�UHVSHFWV�DOO�IDLWKV���:H�UHMHFW�DOO�HIIRUWV�WR�GHQLJUDWH�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV�RI�
RWKHUV�´2 

$W�D�6HSWHPEHU����������HYHQW�KRQRULQJ�WKH�IRXU�YLFWLPV��6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�+LODU\�
&OLQWRQ�VWDWHG��³:H¶YH�VHHQ�WKH�KHDY\�DVVDXOW�RQ�RXU�SRVW�LQ�%HQJKD]L�WKDW�WRRN�WKH�OLYHV�
RI�WKRVH�EUDYH�PHQ��:H¶YH�VHHQ�UDJH�DQG�YLROHQFH�GLUHFWHG�DW�$PHULFDQ�HPEDVVLHV�RYHU�
DQ�DZIXO�,QWHUQHW�YLGHR�WKDW�ZH�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�´3  

7KRVH�LQ�/LE\D�GLG�QRW�VKDUH�WKLV�WKHRU\���'XULQJ�D�6HSWHPEHU���WK�WHOHYLVLRQ�
LQWHUYLHZ��/LE\DQ�3UHVLGHQW�0RKDPHG�DO�0DJDULHI�REVHUYHG�WKDW��³,W¶V�FOHDU�IURP�WKH�
WLPLQJ�RQ�6HSWHPEHU���WK�DQG�IURP�WKH�GHWDLOHG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�DWWDFNV�WKDW�EHKLQG�LW�
WKHUH�ZHUH�H[SHULHQFHG�PDVWHUPLQGV���,W�ZDV�QRW�D�VSRQWDQHRXV�DFW�LQ�SURWHVW�RI�D�PRYLH���
7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�RQ�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�GD\«,I�\RX�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�
ZHDSRQV�XVHG��OLNH�53*V�DQG�RWKHU�KHDY\�ZHDSRQV��LW�SURYHV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�SUHSODQQHG���,W¶V�
D�GLUW\�DFW�RI�UHYHQJH��DQG�LW�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�UHOLJLRQ�´�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��WRS�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI¿FLDOV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�DWWDFN�ZDV�
VSRQWDQHRXV�DQG�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�YLGHR���'XULQJ�D�6HSWHPEHU���WK�WHOHYLVLRQ�LQWHUYLHZ��8�6��
$PEDVVDGRU�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XVDQ�5LFH�LQIDPRXVO\�DVVHVVHG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DV�IROORZV�

“There was a hateful video that was disseminated on the Internet. It had nothing 
WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�LW¶V�RQH�WKDW�ZH�¿QG�GLVJXVWLQJ�DQG�
reprehensible. It’s been offensive to many, many people around the world.  That 
sparked violence in various parts of the world, including violence directed against 
western facilities including our embassies and consulates. That violence is absolutely 
unacceptable, it’s not a response that one can ever condone when it comes to such 
a video. And we have been working very closely and, indeed, effectively with the 
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governments in the region and around the world to secure our personnel, secure our 
embassy, condemn the violent response to this video.”5  

$W�D�6HSWHPEHU����������SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH��:KLWH�+RXVH�VSRNHVPDQ�-D\�&DUQH\�WROG�
UHSRUWHUV�WKDW��³EDVHG�RQ�ZKDW�ZH�NQHZ�DW�WKH�WLPH��NQHZ�LQLWLDOO\��ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ�QRZ��
WKH�IDFWV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH��WKH�YLGHR�ZDV�D�SUHFLSLWDWLQJ�FDXVH�WR�WKH�XQUHVW�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�
VSHFL¿FDOO\�LQ�/LE\D�´���

3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�FRQWLQXHG�WR�OLQN�WKH�DWWDFN�WR�WKH�YLGHR�RQ�6HSWHPEHU���WK��WHOOLQJ�
KLV�DXGLHQFH�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��³$W�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�DQ\RQH�ZLWK�D�FHOO�SKRQH�FDQ�VSUHDG�
RIIHQVLYH�YLHZV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�WKH�FOLFN�RI�D�EXWWRQ��WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�FRQWURO�WKH�
ÀRZ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�REVROHWH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ��WKHQ��LV�KRZ�GR�ZH�UHVSRQG"��$QG�RQ�WKLV�ZH�
PXVW�DJUHH��7KHUH�LV�QR�VSHHFK�WKDW�MXVWL¿HV�PLQGOHVV�YLROHQFH��7KHUH�DUH�QR�ZRUGV�WKDW�H[FXVH�
WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�LQQRFHQWV��7KHUH¶V�QR�YLGHR�WKDW�MXVWL¿HV�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�DQ�HPEDVV\�´�

(YHQWXDOO\��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�IRUFHG�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�ZKDW�PDQ\�REVHUYHUV�NQHZ�
IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�²�WKDW�WKH�DWWDFN�LQ�%HQJKD]L�ZDV�QHLWKHU�VSRQWDQHRXV�QRU�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�
DQ�,QWHUQHW�YLGHR���2Q�6HSWHPEHU���WK��WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�1DWLRQDO�,QWHOOLJHQFH�
UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKHLU�UHYLVHG�DVVHVVPHQW�KDG�GHWHUPLQHG�LW�WR�EH��³D�GHOLEHUDWH�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�
WHUURULVW�DWWDFN�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�H[WUHPLVWV´�DQG�WKDW��³VRPH�RI�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�
JURXSV�DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK��RU�V\PSDWKHWLF�WR�DO�4D¶LGD�´�

(9)�9LWVY[�:\TTHY`�VM�-PUKPUNZ

$V�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�2PQLEXV�'LSORPDWLF�DQG�$QWLWHUURULVP�$FW�RI�������WKH�6WDWH�
'HSDUWPHQW�FRQYHQHG�DQ�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HYLHZ�%RDUG��$5%��DQG�KHUHDIWHU�³%RDUG´��WR�
LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�DWWDFN�RQ�2FWREHU���������9�6HFUHWDU\�&OLQWRQ�FKRVH�IRUPHU�$PEDVVDGRU�
7KRPDV�3LFNHULQJ�WR�FKDLU�WKH�ERDUG���3LFNHULQJ�LV�DOVR�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�DGYLVRU\�ERDUG�RI�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�,UDQLDQ�$PHULFDQ�&RXQFLO��1,$&�10��D�OHIW�ZLQJ�DGYRFDF\�JURXS�WKDW�RSSRVHV�WKH�
LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�HFRQRPLF�VDQFWLRQV�DJDLQVW�,UDQ�DQG�WKDW��LQ�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�
H[SHUW�.HQQHWK�7LPPHUPDQ��³KDV�EHHQ�OREE\LQJ�&RQJUHVV�WR�ZLQ�VXSSRUW�IRU�DQ�DJHQGD�
WKDW�PLUURUV�WKH�JRDOV�RI�WKH�7HKUDQ�UHJLPH�´11��,Q�������IRUPHU�)%,�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�DJHQW�
.HQQHWK�3LHUQLFN�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH�JURXS��³PD\�EH�OREE\LQJ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�,UDQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�
LQWHUHVWV���:HUH�,�UXQQLQJ�WKH�FRXQWHULQWHOOLJHQFH�SURJUDP�DW�WKH�EXUHDX�QRZ��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
FDXVH�WR�ORRN�LQWR�WKLV�IXUWKHU�´12

,Q�KHU������SDSHU�Rise of the Iran Lobby��SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�6HFXULW\�3ROLF\��
IRUPHU�&,$�RI¿FHU�&ODUH�/RSH]�ZURWH�WKDW��³$PEDVVDGRU�3LFNHULQJ¶V�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�,UDQ�
LQFOXGH�FDOOV�IRU�ELODWHUDO�WDONV�ZLWKRXW�SUHFRQGLWLRQV�DQG�D�SODQ�IRU�D�PXOWLQDWLRQDO�XUDQLXP�
HQULFKPHQW�FRQVRUWLXP�LQ�,UDQ��,UDQ�KDV�SURSRVHG�D�VLPLODU�SODQ�WR�WKH�81�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO��
$PEDVVDGRU�3LFNHULQJ�DGYRFDWHV�D�SURFHVV�OHDGLQJ�WR�PXWXDO�GLSORPDWLF�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
,UDQ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��+H�DOVR�FLWHV�SRVLWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV�DV�D�WRXULVW�LQ�,UDQ��ZKHUH�KH�
UHFDOOV�WKDW�RUGLQDU\�,UDQLDQV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�H[SUHVVHG�IULHQGOLQHVV�WRZDUGV�KLP�´13
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7KH�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�%RDUG�ZHUH�IRUPHU�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�-RLQW�&KLHIV�RI�6WDII�
$GPLUDO�0LFKDHO�0XOOHQ��IRUPHU�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�8QGHUVHFUHWDU\�IRU�0DQDJHPHQW�&DWKHULQH�
%HUWLQL��IRUPHU�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�,QWHULP�'LUHFWRU�RI�2YHUVHDV�%XLOGLQJ�2SHUDWLRQV�5LFKDUG�
6KLQQLFN��DQG�IRUPHU�'HSXW\�&,$�'LUHFWRU�+XJK�7XUQHU���'HVSLWH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�
UHJXODWLRQV�UHTXLULQJ�WKDW�%RDUG�PHPEHUV��³PXVW�SRVVHVV�H[SHUWLVH�WKDW�ZLOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�
ZRUN�RI�WKH�%RDUG��H�J���NQRZOHGJH��H[SHULHQFH�RU�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�DUHDV�VXFK�DV�IRUHLJQ�DIIDLUV��
ODZ��VHFXULW\��HPEDVV\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��LQWHOOLJHQFH��DQG�RWKHU�DUHDV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKH�%RDUG¶V�
ZRUN�´���QR�VHFXULW\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�WR�WKH�ERDUG�FRQYHQHG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�
%HQJKD]L�DWWDFN�

2Q�'HFHPEHU���WK��WKH�%RDUG�UHOHDVHG�WKH�XQFODVVL¿HG�YHUVLRQ�RI�LWV�¿QDO�UHSRUW�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�DWWDFN�LQ�%HQJKD]L���7KH�UHSRUW�KLJKOLJKWV�D�P\ULDG�RI�IDLOXUHV�E\�6WDWH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�FRQWDLQV�¿YH�NH\�¿QGLQJV�

���� 7KH�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�VHFXULW\�UHODWHG��LQYROYLQJ�DUVRQ��VPDOO�DUPV�DQG�PDFKLQH�JXQ�¿UH��
DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�53*V��JUHQDGHV��DQG�PRUWDUV�DJDLQVW�8�6��SHUVRQQHO�DW�WZR�VHSDUDWH�
IDFLOLWLHV�²�WKH�60&�DQG�WKH�$QQH[�²�DQG�HQ�URXWH�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�

���� 6\VWHPLF�IDLOXUHV�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�GH¿FLHQFLHV�DW�VHQLRU�OHYHOV�ZLWKLQ�
WZR�EXUHDXV�RI�WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�VHFXULW\�SRVWXUH�
WKDW�ZDV�LQDGHTXDWH�IRU�%HQJKD]L�DQG�JURVVO\�LQDGHTXDWH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�DWWDFN�WKDW�
WRRN�SODFH�

���� 1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKH�SURSHU�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�VHFXULW\�V\VWHPV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�DQG�
UHPDUNDEOH�KHURLVP�VKRZQ�E\�$PHULFDQ�SHUVRQQHO��WKRVH�V\VWHPV�DQG�WKH�/LE\DQ�
UHVSRQVH�IHOO�VKRUW�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�DWWDFNV�WKDW�EHJDQ�ZLWK�WKH�VXGGHQ�
SHQHWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6SHFLDO��0LVVLRQ�FRPSRXQG�E\�GR]HQV�RI�DUPHG�DWWDFNHUV�

���� ,QWHOOLJHQFH�SURYLGHG�QR�LPPHGLDWH��VSHFL¿F�WDFWLFDO�ZDUQLQJ�RI�WKH�6HSWHPEHU����
DWWDFNV�

���� &HUWDLQ�VHQLRU�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�ZLWKLQ�WZR�EXUHDXV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�D�ODFN�RI�
SURDFWLYH�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�DELOLW\�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSRQVHV�WR�VHFXULW\�FRQFHUQV�
SRVHG�E\�6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�%HQJKD]L��JLYHQ�WKH�GHWHULRUDWLQJ�WKUHDW�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�
WKH�ODFN�RI�UHOLDEOH�KRVW�JRYHUQPHQW�SURWHFWLRQ��� 

1RWDEO\��WKH�UHSRUW�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKH�HDUOLHU�FODLPV�E\�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI¿FLDOV�WKDW�WKH�
DWWDFNV�UHVXOWHG�IURP�D�SURWHVW�WKDW�HVFDODWHG�LQWR�YLROHQFH���7KH�%RDUG��³FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKHUH�
ZDV�QR�SURWHVW�SULRU�WR�WKH�DWWDFNV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�XQDQWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKHLU�VFDOH�DQG�LQWHQVLW\�´

'HVSLWH�LWV�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�VHFXULW\�DW�WKH�&RPSRXQG�ZDV��³JURVVO\�LQDGHTXDWH�´�WKDW�
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�D��³ODFN�RI�SURDFWLYH�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�
DELOLW\�´�DQG�WKDW�³V\VWHPLF�IDLOXUHV�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�GH¿FLHQFLHV´�OHG�WR�WKH�
LQDGHTXDF\�RI�WKH�VHFXULW\�SRVWXUH�DW�WKH�FRPSRXQG��WKH�ERDUG�LQFUHGLEO\�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�LW��
³GLG�QRW�¿QG�UHDVRQDEOH�FDXVH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKDW�DQ\�LQGLYLGXDO�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW�HPSOR\HH�
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EUHDFKHG�KLV�RU�KHU�GXW\�´

7KH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�XQFODVVL¿HG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�UHSRUW�WKDW�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�
RPLWV�SHUWLQHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�DWWDFN�KDV�DOVR�GUDZQ�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�VFUXWLQ\���6KRUWO\�
DIWHU�LWV�UHOHDVH��+RXVH�2YHUVLJKW�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�5HIRUP�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUPDQ�5HS��'DUUHO�
,VVD�WROG�UHSRUWHUV�WKDW�KH�ZDV��³GHHSO\�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�WKH�XQFODVVL¿HG�UHSRUW�RPLWV�LPSRUWDQW�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH�SXEOLF�KDV�D�ULJKW�WR�NQRZ���7KLV�LQFOXGHV�GHWDLOV�DERXW�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�
WKH�DWWDFN�LQ�/LE\D�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�OHVV�WKDQ�QREOH�UHDVRQV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�
GHFLVLRQV�WR�GHQ\�VHFXULW\�UHVRXUFHV��5HOHYDQW�GHWDLOV�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�KDUP�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�
KDYH�EHHQ�ZLWKKHOG�DQG�WKH�FODVVL¿HG�UHSRUW�VXIIHUV�IURP�DQ�HQRUPRXV�RYHU�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�
SUREOHP�´��

(K]HUJL�>HYUPUN

&RQJUHVVLRQDO�WHVWLPRQ\�E\�VHQLRU�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�RWKHU�HYLGHQFH�
WKDW�KDV�FRPH�WR�OLJKW�VLQFH�6HSWHPEHU�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW��LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�WKH�DWWDFN��
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDG�DPSOH�UHDVRQ�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�VHFXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�%HQJKD]L�ZDV�
GHWHULRUDWLQJ�UDSLGO\���7KH�%RDUG�UHSRUW�LGHQWL¿HG����VSHFL¿F�VHFXULW\�LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�
WKH�&RPSRXQG��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�RWKHU�
GLSORPDWLF�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ��������7KHVH�LQFOXGH�D�ERPE�EHLQJ�WKURZQ�RYHU�WKH�SHULPHWHU�ZDOO�RI�
WKH�&RPSRXQG�LQ�$SULO��DQ�LPSURYLVHG�H[SORVLYH�GHYLFH��,('��DWWDFN�DJDLQVW�WKH�PRWRUFDGH�RI�
WKH�81�6SHFLDO�(QYR\�WR�/LE\D��DQ�53*�DWWDFN�DJDLQVW�D�5HG�&URVV�IDFLOLW\��WKH�NLGQDSSLQJV�
RI�VHYHUDO�DLG�ZRUNHUV��DQG�DQ�53*�DWWDFN�DJDLQVW�WKH�%ULWLVK�$PEDVVDGRU¶V�FRQYR\���2Q�-XQH�
���������DQ�,('�DWWDFN�WDUJHWLQJ�WKH�&RPSRXQG�EODVWHG�D�ODUJH�KROH�LQ�LWV�H[WHULRU�ZDOO���$V�D�
VHFXULW\�FRQWUDFWRU�WR�WKH�8�6��$IULFDQ�&RPPDQG�SUHVFLHQWO\�UHSRUWHG�LQ�-XO\�������³%HQJKD]L�
has seen a notable increase in violence in recent months, particularly against international 
WDUJHWV���7KHVH�HYHQWV�SRLQW�WR�VWURQJ�DQWL�:HVWHUQ�VHQWLPHQWV�DPRQJ�FHUWDLQ�VHJPHQWV�RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�6DOD¿�MLKDGL�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�WR�RSHQO\�HQJDJH�LQ�YLROHQFH�
DJDLQVW�IRUHLJQ�WDUJHWV��DQG�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKHVH�DWWDFNV�´��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�RYHUW�LQFLGHQWV��8�6��LQWHOOLJHQFH�DJHQFLHV�LVVXHG�QXPHURXV�FODVVL¿HG�
UHSRUWV�GRFXPHQWLQJ�WKH�GDQJHURXV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�%HQJKD]L�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�SUHFHGLQJ�WKH�DWWDFN���
7KH�6HQDWH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\�DQG�*RYHUQPHQWDO�$IIDLUV¶�'HFHPEHU����������
UHSRUW�UHJDUGLQJ�%HQJKD]L�QRWHG�

³7KH�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�UHYLHZHG�GR]HQV�RI�FODVVL¿HG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�UHSRUWV�RQ�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�
threats in Libya which were issued between February 2011 and September 11, 2012.  We 
are precluded in this report from discussing the information in detail, but overall, these 
intelligence reports (as the ARB similarly noted) provide a clear and vivid picture of a 
rapidly deteriorating threat environment in eastern Libya—one that we believe should 
KDYH�EHHQ�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�LQIRUP�SROLF\PDNHUV�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�GDQJHU�WR�8�6��IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�
SHUVRQQHO�LQ�WKDW�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�WKH�XUJHQF\�RI�WKHP�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW�´��
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6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�/LE\D�ZHUH�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�HVFDODWLQJ�YLROHQFH�LQ�
%HQJKD]L�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WKUHDW�LW�SRVHG�WR�WKH�8�6��'LSORPDWLF�PLVVLRQ�WKHUH���2Q�VHYHUDO�
RFFDVLRQV��RXU�GLSORPDWV�LQ�/LE\D�UHTXHVWHG�DGGLWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�UHVRXUFHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
JURZLQJ�WKUHDW��WUDJLFDOO\��WKRVH�UHTXHVWV�ZHUH�QRW�KRQRUHG���,Q�DQ�2FWREHU���������OHWWHU�
WR�6HFUHWDU\�&OLQWRQ��+RXVH�2YHUVLJKW�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�5HIRUP�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUPDQ�
5HS��'DUUHOO�,VVD��5�&$��DQG�6XEFRPPLWWHH�RQ�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\��+RPHODQG�'HIHQVH��DQG�
)RUHLJQ�2SHUDWLRQV�&KDLUPDQ�5HS��-DVRQ�&KDIIHW]��5�87��ZURWH�WKDW��³PXOWLSOH�8�6��IHGHUDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO�KDYH�FRQ¿UPHG�WR�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�WKDW��SULRU�WR�WKH�6HSWHPEHU����DWWDFN��
WKH�8�6��PLVVLRQ�LQ�/LE\D�PDGH�UHSHDWHG�UHTXHVWV�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�VHFXULW\�LQ�%HQJKD]L���7KH�
PLVVLRQ�LQ�/LE\D��KRZHYHU��ZDV�GHQLHG�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV�E\�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�´19

7KH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�ZDV�FOHDUO\�DZDUH�RI�WKH�VHFXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�/LE\D��DV�HYLGHQFHG�
E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�GDQJHU�SD\�DOORZDQFH�IRU�GLSORPDWV�VWDWLRQHG�WKHUH�ZDV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�
���SHUFHQW�WR����SHUFHQW�RQ�-XO\����������20��1HYHUWKHOHVV��DV�WKH�$5%�IRXQG��³WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
%XUHDX�RI�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\��'6��VHFXULW\�VWDII�LQ�%HQJKD]L�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�DWWDFN�DQG�LQ�
WKH�PRQWKV�DQG�ZHHNV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�LW�ZDV�LQDGHTXDWH��GHVSLWH�UHSHDWHG�UHTXHVWV�IURP�6SHFLDO�
0LVVLRQ�%HQJKD]L�DQG�(PEDVV\�7ULSROL�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�VWDI¿QJ��%RDUG�PHPEHUV�IRXQG�D�
SHUYDVLYH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�DPRQJ�SHUVRQQHO�ZKR�VHUYHG�LQ�%HQJKD]L�WKDW�WKH�6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�ZDV�
QRW�D�KLJK�SULRULW\�IRU�:DVKLQJWRQ�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�VHFXULW\�UHODWHG�UHTXHVWV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�
UHODWLQJ�WR�VWDI¿QJ�´

'HVSLWH�WKH�VHOI�HYLGHQW�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�VHFXULW\�UHVRXUFHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�&RPSRXQG�LQ�
%HQJKD]L�ZHUH�LQVXI¿FLHQW��6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GHIHQG�WKHLU�VWDI¿QJ�
GHFLVLRQV�LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�DWWDFN���8QGHU�TXHVWLRQLQJ�E\�5HS��'DUUHOO�,VVD�GXULQJ�D�
+RXVH�2YHUVLJKW�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�5HIRUP�&RPPLWWHH�KHDULQJ�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�DWWDFN��6WDWH�
'HSDUWPHQW�'HSXW\�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3URJUDPV�&KDUOHQH�/DPE�DVVHUWHG��
³:H�KDG�WKH�FRUUHFW�QXPEHU�RI�DVVHWV�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI������´21��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
SXEOLVKHG�UHSRUWV��WKH�5HJLRQDO�6HFXULW\�2I¿FHU�LQ�/LE\D��(ULF�1RUGVWURP��WROG�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�
LQYHVWLJDWRUV�WKDW�/DPE��³ZDQWHG�WR�NHHS�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�8�6��VHFXULW\�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�%HQJKD]L�
µDUWL¿FLDOO\�ORZ�¶´22

-HSSV\[�

7KH�GD\�DIWHU�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�WKH�%RDUG¶V�UHSRUW��QXPHURXV�PHGLD�RXWOHWV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�IRXU�
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�&RPSRXQG�LQ�
%HQJKD]L�KDG�UHVLJQHG���7KUHH�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�(ULF�%RVZHOO��
&KDUOHQH�/DPE��DQG�'HSXW\�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�5D\PRQG�0D[ZHOO�23��,Q�WKH�ZHHNV�WKDW�
IROORZHG��KRZHYHU��LW�EHFDPH�XQFOHDU�ZKHWKHU�WKH�RI¿FLDOV�KDG�UHDOO\�UHVLJQHG�RU�HYHQ�IDFHG�DQ\�
VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVFLSOLQDU\�PHDVXUHV���2Q�'HFHPEHU���WK��WKH�New York Post�UHSRUWHG�WKDW��³7KH�
KLJKHVW�UDQNLQJ�RI¿FLDO�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�WKH�VFDQGDO��$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�(ULF�%RVZHOO��KDV�
QRW�µUHVLJQHG¶�IURP�JRYHUQPHQW�VHUYLFH��DV�RI¿FLDOV�VDLG�ODVW�ZHHN��+H�LV�MXVW�VZLWFKLQJ�GHVNV��
$QG�WKH�RWKHU�WKUHH�DUH�VLPSO\�RQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�OHDYH�DQG�DUH�H[SHFWHG�EDFN�´��� 



7KH�XQFHUWDLQW\�RYHU�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�KDV�RXWUDJHG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�PHPEHU�RI�&RQJUHVV���2Q�WKH�
GD\�RI�WKH�3RVW¶V�UHSRUW��+RXVH�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUZRPDQ�5HS��,OHDQD�5RV�
/HKWLQHQ��5�)/��WROG�UHSRUWHUV��³6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�SURFODLPHG�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�
KHDGV�ZRXOG�UROO�DIWHU�WKH�GHFHSWLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�GHFHLWIXO�YLGHR�H[FXVH�DQG�WKH�QRQ�H[LVWHQW�
VSRQWDQHRXV�SURWHVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�FRQVXODWH��1RZ�ZH�VHH�WKDW�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�LV�D�OLH�DQG�DOO�WKDW�
KDV�KDSSHQHG�LV�WKH�VKXIÀLQJ�RI�WKH�GHFN�FKDLUV�´��

7KH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�KDV�JLYHQ�RQO\�YDJXH�DQG�HYDVLYH�GHVFULSWLRQV�RI�WKH�RI¿FLDOV¶�
FXUUHQW�VWDWXV��UHSRUWLQJ�WKDW�%RVZHOO�KDG�UHVLJQHG�DV�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�RI�'LSORPDWLF�
6HFXULW\�EXW�GHFOLQLQJ�WR�FRPPHQW�RQ�KLV�FXUUHQW�GXWLHV���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�
VSRNHVPDQ��³7KH�6HFUHWDU\�KDV�DFFHSWHG�(ULF�%RVZHOO¶V�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHVLJQ�DV�$VVLVWDQW�
6HFUHWDU\�IRU�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\��HIIHFWLYH�LPPHGLDWHO\��7KH�RWKHU�WKUHH�LQGLYLGXDOV�KDYH�
EHHQ�UHOLHYHG�RI�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�GXWLHV��$OO�IRXU�LQGLYLGXDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�SODFHG�RQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
OHDYH�SHQGLQJ�IXUWKHU�DFWLRQ�´���

(KKP[PVUHS�8\LZ[PVUZ�9HPZLK

7KH�GHJUHH�WR�ZKLFK�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�JXLOW\�RI�WKH�³V\VWHPLF�IDLOXUHV�DQG�
OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�GH¿FLHQFLHV´�LQ�%HQJKD]L�LV�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�XQUHVROYHG�LVVXHV�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�HYHQW���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�DQDO\VLV�FRQGXFWHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU�-XGLFLDO�:DWFK�E\�
IRUPHU�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\�6SHFLDO�$JHQW�5D\PRQG�)RXUQLHU��WKH�%RDUG�
UHSRUW�OHDYHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�FULWLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�XQDQVZHUHG�

1.  Who at the Department of State was responsible for opening and continuing the 
operation of the “Special Mission Compound” in the unstable environment of 
Benghazi, overriding physical security standards for diplomatic facilities?

,Q�6SHFLDO�$JHQW�)RXUQLHU¶V�DVVHVVPHQW��WKH�PRVW�³FULWLFDO�HUURU´�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�GHDGO\�
DWWDFN�LQ�%HQJKD]L�ZDV��³WKH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�XQH[SODLQHG�GHFLVLRQ�WR�FUHDWH�D�QHZ�FDWHJRU\�
RI�GLSORPDWLF�VWUXFWXUH��L�H��WKH�µ6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�&RPSRXQG¶�´�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI��³VNLUWLQJ�
WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�SK\VLFDO�VHFXULW\�VWDQGDUGV´�IRU�HPEDVVLHV�DQG�FRQVXODWHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG���
+H�GHVFULEHV�WKH�OHYHO�RI�VHFXULW\�DW�WKH�&RPSRXQG�DV��³PHHWLQJ�RU�VOLJKWO\�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�VHFXULW\�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�D�UHVLGHQFH��QRW�D�GLSORPDWLF�PLVVLRQ�RU�ZRUNSODFH��LQ�D�
KLJK�RU�FULWLFDO�WKUHDW�HQYLURQPHQW�´��

'LSORPDWLF�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�%HQJKD]L�ZHUH�DSSDUHQWO\�DZDUH�RI�WKHVH�VKRUWFRPLQJV���$Q�
$XJXVW����������FDEOH�VXPPDUL]LQJ�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GD\�UHSRUWHG�
WKDW�WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�5HJLRQDO�6HFXULW\�2I¿FHU��³H[SUHVVHG�FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�
GHIHQG�3RVW�LQ�WKH�HYHQW�RI�D�FRRUGLQDWHG�DWWDFN�GXH�WR�OLPLWHG�PDQSRZHU��VHFXULW\�PHDVXUHV��
ZHDSRQV�FDSDELOLWLHV��KRVW�QDWLRQ�VXSSRUW��DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�VL]H�RI�WKH�FRPSRXQG´�� 

7KH�XQLTXH�GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�RXU�GLSORPDWLF�RXWSRVW�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DQG�WKH�LQDGHTXDWH�VHFXULW\�
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SRVWXUH�WKDW�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DOORZHG�SRVHG�XQLTXH�FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�RI�
FODVVL¿HG�LQIRUPDWLRQ���)RXUQLHU�QRWHV�WKDW��³RQH�FDQ�UHDVRQDEO\�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�&RPSRXQG�
FRQWDLQHG�FODVVL¿HG�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�RU�FODVVL¿HG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�HTXLSPHQW���+RZHYHU��LW�LV�
VHOI�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKH�&RPSRXQG�IDLOHG�WR�PHHW�VHFXULW\�VWDQGDUGV�UHTXLUHG�RI�DOO�GLSORPDWLF�
IDFLOLWLHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�PLQLPXP�VWDQG�RII�WLPH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�FOHDUHG�$PHULFDQ�VWDII�WR�GHVWUR\�
FODVVL¿HG�KROGLQJV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�´��7KH�%RDUG�UHSRUW�FRQWDLQV�QR�GHWDLOV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�
FODVVL¿HG�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�ORVW�GXULQJ�WKH�DWWDFN�

5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�XQLTXH�³60&´�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�&RPSRXQG�
LQ�%HQJKD]L��WKH�%RDUG�UHSRUW�QRWHV�WKDW�

“Another key driver behind the weak security platform in Benghazi was the decision to 
treat Benghazi as a temporary, residential facility…even though it was also a full time 
RI¿FH�IDFLOLW\���7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�&RPSRXQG�EHLQJ�H[FHSWHG�IURP�RI¿FH�
facility standards and accountability…A comprehensive upgrade and risk-mitigation plan 
GLG�QRW�H[LVW��QRU�ZDV�WKHUH�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VHFXULW\�UHYLHZ�FRQGXFWHG�E\�:DVKLQJWRQ�
for Benghazi in 2012. The unique circumstances surrounding the creation of the mission 
in Benghazi as a temporary mission outside the realm of permanent diplomatic posts 
UHVXOWHG�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVFRQQHFWV�DQG�VXSSRUW�JDSV�´

%HFDXVH�WKH�%HQJKD]L�PLVVLRQ�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�DQ�³60&´²�
VRPHWKLQJ�³DQRPDORXV�DPRQJVW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�LQYHQWRU\�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����HPEDVVLHV�
DQG�FRQVXODWHV�ZRUOGZLGH´²�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�HYDGLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�VHFXULW\�SURWRFROV��
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDO�DXWKRUL]HG�WKH�OHDVLQJ�RI�WKH�KRXVH�WR�EH�
XWLOL]HG�DV�WKH�&RPSRXQG�LV�FULWLFDOO\�LPSRUWDQW���7KH�%RDUG�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�
8QGHUVHFUHWDU\�IRU�0DQDJHPHQW�3DWULFN�.HQQHG\��³DSSURYHG�D�RQH�\HDU�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
8�6��6SHFLDO�0LVVLRQ�LQ�%HQJKD]L´�LQ�'HFHPEHU��������$V�)RXUQLHU�SRLQWV�RXW��KRZHYHU��

“the Board failed to identify the person or persons within the Department responsible for 
OHDVLQJ�WKH�XQVHFXUHG�KRXVH�RWKHUZLVH�NQRZQ�DV�µ60&�%HQJKD]L¶�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��L�H���
before its operation was ‘continued’ in December 2011.  Arguably the organizational entity 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�WKDW�KDG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�8�6��0LVVLRQ�%HQJKD]L�ZDV�WKH�
same entity that initiated the mission by leasing the house.  A review of the Department’s 
RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�FKDUW�UHÀHFWV�WKDW�WKH�8QGHUVHFUHWDU\�IRU�0DQDJHPHQW�KDV�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�
Diplomatic Security and the Bureau of Overseas Buildings under its authority.  Therefore, 
we can reasonably assume that Undersecretary Kennedy approved the initial lease.”

)RXUQLHU�DOVR�TXHVWLRQV�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�GHFLVLRQ�WR�³GHSDUW�IURP�DFFHSWHG�SUDFWLFH�E\�FRQ�
WUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�D�ORFDO�PLOLWLD�JURXS�ORRVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�FHQWUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV´�WR�SURYLGH�
VHFXULW\�IRU�WKH�&RPSRXQG���7KH�PLOLWLD�����)HEUXDU\�0DUW\UV�%ULJDGH��KDG�EHHQ�RQH�RI�VHYHUDO�
PLOLWLDV�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�RYHUWKURZ�RI�WKH�4DGGD¿�UHJLPH���7KLV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�)RXUQLHU��
OHG�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�WR�³XVH�DQ�ROG�SDUDGLJP��µP\�HQHP\¶V�HQHP\�LV�P\�IULHQG�¶�WR�WUXVW�
WKH����)HEUXDU\�0DUW\UV�%ULJDGH�WR�SURWHFW�$PHULFDQ�OLYHV�DQG�SURSHUW\�´��'XULQJ�WKH�DWWDFN��
KRZHYHU��WKH�PLOLWLD�PHPEHUV�³IDLOHG�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�UHSHDWHG�FDOOV�IRU�DVVLVWDQFH�´��
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2.  Did the Director of Diplomatic Security or his immediate subordinates have authority to 
countermand the Department’s desire to open “SMC Benghazi?”

$V�QRWHG��WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�OHDVH�WKH�&RPSRXQG�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DQG�WKH�DSSURYLQJ�DXWKRULW\�
IRU�VHFXULW\�DQG�VWDI¿QJ�GHFLVLRQV�ZDV�8QGHUVHFUHWDU\�.HQQHG\���:KDW�UHPDLQV�XQNQRZQ��
KRZHYHU��LV�ZKHWKHU�VHFXULW\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�DGYLVHG�DJDLQVW�WKLV�
DFWLRQ��ZKDW�WKHLU�LQLWLDO�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�DSSURSULDWH�VHFXULW\�PHDVXUHV�ZHUH��WKH�H[WHQW�
WR�ZKLFK�'HSDUWPHQW�PDQDJHPHQW�WRRN�WKRVH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�XQGHU�DGYLVHPHQW��DQG��
ZKHWKHU�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\�KDG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�
&RPSRXQG�

$IWHU�DOPRVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�DV�D�'LSORPDWLF�6HFXULW\�$JHQW��)RXUQLHU�LGHQWL¿HV�V\VWHPLF�
FXOWXUDO�SUREOHPV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�WKDW�KLQGHU�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�WKH�VHFXULW\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�
NHHS�RXU�GLSORPDWV�VDIH�

³$�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�LGHD�WRXFKHG�XSRQ�LQ�WKH�%RDUG�UHSRUW�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
µUHH[DPLQH�'6�UHRUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�VSDQ�RI�FRQWURO�IRU�VHFXULW\�SROLF\�
SODQQLQJ�IRU�DOO�RYHUVHDV�8�6��GLSORPDWLF�IDFLOLWLHV�¶�$OWKRXJK�D�JRRG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�DV�D�
PDWWHU�RI�DFDGHPLF�GLVFXVVLRQ��WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�KDV�KLVWRULFDOO\�QRW�VHHQ�
'6�DV�HTXDO�SDUWQHUV�LQ�WKH�GD\�WR�GD\�SXUVXLW�RI�GLSORPDF\��)UHTXHQWO\��VHFXULW\�SROLF\�DQG�
VWDQGDUGV�DUH�VHW�DVLGH�DV�LQFRQYHQLHQW��UHVWUDLQLQJ��WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�RU�VLPSO\�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�
UHODWLYH�WR�ORIWLHU�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�JRDOV�SURVHFXWHG�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�HOLWH��2QH�QHHG�JR�QR�
IXUWKHU�WKDQ�%HQJKD]L�WR�VHH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�PDQDJHULDO�DUURJDQFH�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�´

3.  Why did Ambassador Stevens travel to Benghazi, so close to the anniversary of the 
September 11, 2001 attacks?

$V�QRWHG�DERYH��WKH�H[WUHPH�ULVN�RI�DQWL�:HVWHUQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�%HQJKD]L�ZDV�ZHOO�NQRZ�WR�
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�6HSWHPEHU���WK���$�-XO\����������ZRUOGZLGH�
WUDYHO�FDXWLRQ�DGYLVRU\�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�UHSRUWHG�WKDW��³&UHGLEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQGLFDWHV�
WHUURULVW�JURXSV�DOVR�VHHN�WR�FRQWLQXH�DWWDFNV�DJDLQVW�8�6��LQWHUHVWV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�
1RUWK�$IULFD�´����2Q�$XJXVW���WK��WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�LVVXHG�D�WUDYHO�ZDUQLQJ�VSHFL¿F�WR�/LE\D�
WKDW�UHDG�LQ�SDUW��³7KH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH�ZDUQV�8�6��FLWL]HQV�DJDLQVW�DOO�EXW�HVVHQWLDO�WUDYHO�
WR�/LE\D«3ROLWLFDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�DVVDVVLQDWLRQV�DQG�YHKLFOH�ERPEV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�
ERWK�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DQG�7ULSROL�´29��$QG��RI�FRXUVH��WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�ZDV�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�
LQFUHDVHG�WKUHDW�RI�WHUURULVW�DFWLYLW\�RQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�DQQLYHUVDU\�GDWHV���7KH�WUDYHO�ZDUQLQJ�
LVVXHG�LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�6HSWHPEHU����������QRWHG�WKDW��³8�6��FLWL]HQV�VKRXOG�EH�DZDUH�WKDW�DO�
4DHGD�DI¿OLDWHV�DQG�DOOLHV�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKH�LQWHQW�DQG�FDSDELOLW\�WR�FDUU\�RXW�DWWDFNV�
DJDLQVW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�RXU�LQWHUHVWV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�SDVW��WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
KDYH�RQ�RFFDVLRQ�SODQQHG�WKHLU�DWWDFNV�WR�FRLQFLGH�ZLWK�VLJQL¿FDQW�GDWHV�RQ�WKH�FDOHQGDU�´30

,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�GHFLVLRQ�IRU�$PEDVVDGRU�6WHYHQV�WR�WUDYHO�WR�%HQJKD]L�RQ�WKDW�GDWH�
VHHPV�RGG���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%RDUG�UHSRUW��KLV�WUDYHO�ZDV��³WLPHG�LQ�SDUW�WR�¿OO�WKH�VWDI¿QJ�
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JDSV�EHWZHHQ�7'<�>WHPSRUDU\�GXW\@�SULQFLSDO�RI¿FHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�RSHQ�DQ�$PHULFDQ�&RUQHU�
DW�D�ORFDO�VFKRRO�DQG�WR�UHFRQQHFW�ZLWK�ORFDO�FRQWDFWV�´��,W�LV�DOVR�NQRZQ�WKDW�WKH�$PEDVVDGRU�
PHW�ZLWK�WKH�7XUNLVK�&RQVXO�*HQHUDO�$OL�6DLW�$NLQ�RQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�WKH�DWWDFN���7KH�SXUSRVH�
RI�WKDW�PHHWLQJ�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�GLVFORVHG���,Q�2FWREHU��)R[�1HZV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�6WHYHQV��³ZDV�LQ�
%HQJKD]L�WR�QHJRWLDWH�D�ZHDSRQV�WUDQVIHU��DQ�HIIRUW�WR�JHW�6$���PLVVLOHV�RXW�RI�WKH�KDQGV�RI�
/LE\D�EDVHG�H[WUHPLVWV�´31  

6RPH�H[SHUWV�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�$PEDVVDGRU¶V�ZRUN�LQ�%HQJKD]L�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHODWHG�
WR�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�WR�WUDQVIHU�DUPV�WR�6\ULDQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�JURXSV���$V�IRUPHU�'HSXW\�
$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�DQG�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�6HFXULW\�3ROLF\�)UDQN�*DIIQH\�
ZURWH��³2QH�RI�WKH�SODFHV�LQ�/LE\D�PRVW�DZDVK�ZLWK�ZHDSRQV�LQ�WKH�PRVW�GDQJHURXV�RI�KDQGV�
LV�%HQJKD]L��,W�QRZ�DSSHDUV�WKDW�6WHYHQV�ZDV�WKHUH�²�RQ�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�ULVN\�GD\��ZLWK�QR�
VHFXULW\�WR�VSHDN�RI�DQG�GHVSLWH�QRZ�FRSLRXVO\�GRFXPHQWHG�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�KLV�RZQ�VDIHW\�
DQG�WKDW�RI�KLV�VXERUGLQDWHV�²�IRU�DQRWKHU�SULRULW\�PLVVLRQ��VHQGLQJ�DUPV�UHFRYHUHG�IURP�WKH�
IRUPHU�UHJLPH¶V�VWRFNV�WR�WKH�³RSSRVLWLRQ´�LQ�6\ULD�´32��)RUPHU�&,$�2I¿FHU�&ODUH�/RSH]�KDV�
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�8�6��DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DV�³JXQ�UXQQLQJ´�DQG�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
RI¿FLDOV�ZHUH��³ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�YHU\�VDPH�DO�4DHGD�OLQNHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�/LE\D�WR�JDWKHU�
XS�DQG�EX\�EDFN�DQG�FROOHFW�ZHDSRQV�IURP�*DGGD¿¶V�VWRFNSLOH�WKDW�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ�IURP�WKH�
UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�/LE\D�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�ZKDW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�LV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VKLSSLQJ�WKHP�RQZDUGV�
WR�6\ULD�´33 

� )XUWKHU�VXEVWDQWLDWLQJ�WKH�WKHRU\�WKDW�WKH�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�LQYROYHG�LQ�DUPV�
transfers to Syrian groups is a Times of London�UHSRUW�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�6HSWHPEHU�����������
³6\ULDQ�5HEHOV�6TXDEEOH�2YHU�:HDSRQV�DV�%LJJHVW�6KLSORDG�$UULYHV�IURP�/LE\D�´���
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHSRUW��³$PRQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����WRQQHV�RI�FDUJR�WKH�YHVVHO�ZDV�FDUU\LQJ�ZHUH�
6$0���VXUIDFH�WR�DLU�DQWL�DLUFUDIW�PLVVLOHV�DQG�URFNHW�SURSHOOHG�JUHQDGHV��53*V���ZKLFK�
6\ULDQ�VRXUFHV�VDLG�FRXOG�EH�D�JDPH�FKDQJHU�IRU�WKH�UHEHOV�´��7KH�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�%HQJKD]L�
ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�The Times�WKURXJK�DQ�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VKLS¶V�SRUW�DXWKRULW\�SDSHUV��
³The Times�ZDV�VKRZQ�WKH�/LE\DQ�VKLS��The Intisaar or The Victory, in the Turkish port of 
,VNHQGHUXQ�DQG�SDSHUV�VWDPSHG�E\�WKH�SRUW�DXWKRULW\�E\�WKH�VKLS¶V�FDSWDLQ��2PDU�0RXVDHHE��
D�/LE\DQ�IURP�%HQJKD]L�DQG�WKH�KHDG�RI�DQ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�FDOOHG�WKH�/LE\DQ�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�
IRU�5HOLHI�DQG�6XSSRUW��ZKLFK�LV�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�6\ULDQ�XSULVLQJ�´ 
 
4.  Why were two unmanned aerial vehicles requested to record the deadly events as they  
 unfolded in Benghazi while more lethal air support options were not on station?

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%RDUG�UHSRUW��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�$IULFD�&RPPDQG��$)5,&20��GHSOR\HG�
WZR�XQPDQQHG�DHULDO�YHKLFOHV�WR�VXUYH\�WKH�HYHQWV�LQ�%HQJKD]L�²�RQH�WR�WKH�&RPSRXQG�DQG�
WKH�RWKHU�WR�WKH�DLUSRUW�GXULQJ�WKH�HYDFXDWLRQ�RI�$PHULFDQ�SHUVRQQHO���+RZHYHU��WKH�UHSRUW�
JLYHV�QR�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJHV�FDSWXUHG�E\�WKH�8$9V���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�
$)5,&20�LQ�WKH�UHVSRQVH�UDLVHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZK\�OHWKDO�DLU�VXSSRUW�RU�RWKHU�
PLOLWDU\�DVVHWV�ZHUH�QRW�GHSOR\HG�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�DWWDFN�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�WLPH�WR�GHSOR\�
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Latest Update: Judicial Watch: Benghazi Documents Point to 

White House on Misleading Talking Points

APRIL 29, 2014

(Washington, DC) – Judicial Watch announced today that on April 18, 2014, it obtained 41 new 
Benghazi-related State Department documents. They include a newly declassified email 
showing then-White House Deputy Strategic Communications Adviser Ben Rhodes and other 
Obama administration public relations officials attempting to orchestrate a campaign to 
“reinforce” President Obama and to portray the Benghazi consulate terrorist attack as being 
“rooted in an Internet video, and not a failure of policy.”  Other documents show that State 
Department officials initially described the incident as an “attack” and a possible kidnap 
attempt.

The documents were released Friday as result of a June 21, 2013, Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) lawsuit filed against the Department of State (Judicial Watch v. U.S. Department of 
State (No. 1:13-cv-00951)) to gain access to documents about the controversial talking points 
used by then-UN Ambassador Susan Rice for a series of appearances on television Sunday 
news programs on September 16, 2012.  Judicial Watch had been seeking these documents 
since October 18, 2012.

The Rhodes email was sent on sent on Friday, September 14, 2012, at 8:09 p.m. with the 
subject line:  “RE: PREP CALL with Susan, Saturday at 4:00 pm ET.”  The documents show 
that the “prep” was for Amb. Rice’s Sunday news show appearances to discuss the Benghazi 
attack.

The document lists as a “Goal”: “To underscore that these protests are rooted in and Internet 
video, and not a broader failure or policy.”

Rhodes returns to the “Internet video” scenario later in the email, the first point in a section 
labeled “Top-lines”:

[W]e’ve made our views on this video crystal clear. The United States government had nothing 
to do with it. We reject its message and its contents. We find it disgusting and reprehensible. 
But there is absolutely no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence. 
And we are working to make sure that people around the globe hear that message.

Among the top administration PR personnel who received the Rhodes memo were White House 
Press Secretary Jay Carney, Deputy Press Secretary Joshua Earnest, then-White House 
Communications Director Dan Pfeiffer, then-White House Deputy Communications Director 
Jennifer Palmieri, then-National Security Council Director of Communications Erin Pelton, 
Special Assistant to the Press Secretary Howli Ledbetter, and then-White House Senior 
Advisor and political strategist David Plouffe.
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The Rhodes communications strategy email also instructs recipients to portray Obama as 
“steady and statesmanlike” throughout the crisis. Another of the “Goals” of the PR offensive, 
Rhodes says, is “[T]o reinforce the President and Administration’s strength and steadiness in 
dealing with difficult challenges.” He later includes as a PR “Top-line” talking point:

I think that people have come to trust that President Obama provides leadership that is steady 
and statesmanlike. There are always going to be challenges that emerge around the world, and 
time and again, he has shown that we can meet them.

The documents Judicial Watch obtained also include a September 12, 2012, email from former 
DeputySpokesman at U.S. Mission to the United Nations Payton Knopf to Susan Rice, noting 
that at a press briefing earlier that day, State Department spokesperson Victoria Nuland 
explicitly stated that the attack on the consulate had been well planned.  The email sent by 
Knopf to Rice at 5:42 pm said:

Responding to a question about whether it was an organized terror attack, Toria said that she 
couldn’t speak to the identity of the perpetrators but that it was clearly a complex attack.

In the days following the Knopf email, Rice appeared on ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox News and 
CNN still claiming the assaults occurred “spontaneously” in response to the “hateful video.” On 
Sunday, September 16 Rice told CBS’s “Face the Nation:”

But based on the best information we have to date, what our assessment is as of the present is in 
fact what began spontaneously in Benghazi as a reaction to what had transpired some hours 
earlier in Cairo where, of course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside of our 
embassy–sparked by this hateful video.

The Judicial Watch documents confirm that CIA talking points, that were prepared for Congress 
and may have been used by Rice on “Face the Nation” and four additional Sunday talk shows 
on September 16, had been heavily edited by then-CIA deputy director Mike Morell. According 
to one email:

The first draft apparently seemed unsuitable….because they seemed to encourage the reader to 
infer incorrectly that the CIA had warned about a specific attack on our embassy.  On the 
SVTS, Morell noted that these points were not good and he had taken a heavy hand to editing 
them. He noted that he would be happy to work with [then deputy chief of staff to Hillary 
Clinton]] Jake Sullivan and Rhodes to develop appropriate talking points.

The documents obtained by Judicial Watch also contain numerous emails sent during the 
assault on the Benghazi diplomatic facility.  The contemporaneous and dramatic emails 
describe the assault as an “attack”:
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September 11, 2012, 6:41 PM – Senior Advisor Eric Pelofsky, to Susan Rice:
As reported, the Benghazi compound came under attack and it took a bit of time for the 
‘Annex’ colleagues and Libyan February 17 brigade to secure it. One of our colleagues was 
killed – IMO Sean Smith. Amb Chris Stevens, who was visiting Benghazi this week is missing.  
U.S. and Libyan colleagues are looking for him…

At 8:51 pm, Pelofsky tells Rice and others that “Post received a call from a person using an 
[sic] RSO phone that Chris was given saying the caller was with a person matching Chris’s 
description at a hospital and that he was alive and well.  Of course, if the he were alive and 
well, one could ask why he didn’t make the call himself.”

Later that evening, Pelofsky emailed Rice that he was “very, very worried.  In particular that he 
[Stevens] is either dead or this was a concerted effort to kidnap him.”  Rice replied, “God 
forbid.”

September 11, 2012, 4:49 PM – State Department press officer John Fogarty reporting on 
“Libya update from Beth Jones”:
Beth Jones [Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs] just spoke with DCM 
Tripoli Greg Hicks, who advised a Libyan militia (we now know this is the 17th Feb brigade, as 
requested by Emb office) is responding to the attackon the diplomatic mission in Benghazi.”

Material is blacked out (or redacted) in many emails.

“Now we know the Obama White House’s chief concern about the Benghazi attack was making 
sure that President Obama looked good,” said Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton. “And these 
documents undermine the Obama administration’s narrative that it thought the Benghazi attack 
had something to do with protests or an Internet video.  Given the explosive material in these 
documents, it is no surprise that we had to go to federal court to pry them loose from the 
Obama State Department.”
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Email Revives Benghazi Accusations
Critics Say Administration Misrepresented Nature of Attack
By Carol E. Lee
 The White House battled new accusations Wednesday over its handling of the 2012 terror-
ist attack at U.S. posts in Benghazi, Libya, spurred by a freshly released email that critics said 
showed the administration engaged in political maneuvering to avoid a public-relations hit.

 The previously  email was amoun 41 documents obtained under court order and 
released by Judicial Watch.

Email ensuring ‘Obama looked good’ was post-
Benghazi priority
By Cheryl K. Chumley
 Key communication chiefs at the White House waged an all-out strategy to rally behind President Obama and help him push the mantra that the Sept. 11, 2012, terrorist attacks on the U.S. facility in Benghazi were due to an Internet video — and not policy failure, a watchdog revealed.

 Key to the messaging: Making sure the president appeared strong in the face of adversity, the  Judicial Watch found, in a recently received FOIA request.
 Judicial Watch found — after sifting through documents that were requested from the Depart-ment of State on June 21, 2013 — an email from Ben Rhodes, then-White House deputy strategic communications adviser, that showed he joined with others to devise a public relations campaign to “reinforce” Mr. Obama’s statements that an anti-Islam video spurred the attacks.

GOP Calls New Benghazi 
e-mail ‘smoking gun’ 
By Oren Dorell An e-mail released Tuesday that Republicans called “a smoking gun” shows a White House 

 wanted the 2012 assault on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya blamed on a protest that 
never happened there.
           

 In the e-mail, obtained by conservative watchdog group Judicial Watch through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, deputy national security adviser Ben Rhodes lists “goals” for then-U.N. 
ambassador Susan Rice to explain the attack and protests occurring across the Middle East that 
week to the American public.
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Charles Krauthammer on Benghazi emails
By Jonathan Topaz
 GOP lawmakers on Tuesday seized on the documents, which contained an email from deputy 

national security adviser Ben Rhodes discussing “goals” for then-U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice’s 

appearances on the Sunday shows following the attack.
 

 The documents were  obtained by Judicial Watch. According to Judicial Watch, other 

Obama administration  who received the email include David Plouffe and Dan Pfeiffer.

 Appearing on Fox News on Tuesday evening, Krauthammer said the email shows that the 

Obama administration fabricated its contention that the 2012 attacks in Benghazi, Libya, were a 

reaction to a YouTube video because the revelation of a terrorist attack would have been politi-

cally costly to the president’s reelection campaign.

GOP: E-mails show Benghazi story shaped
By Justin Sink
 Republican lawmakers on Tuesday charged that newly released emails showing a White House of-

 discussing how then-U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice should discuss the terror attack in Benghazi 
demonstrated  that the administration was concerned with shaping the surrounding political 
narrative.

 A set of documents obtained by Judicial Watch, a conservative watchdog group through a Freedom 
of Information Act request, included an email from deputy national security adviser Ben Rhodes to 
other senior White House and administration  outlining “goals” for Rice’s Sunday talk show 
appearances following the attack. 

 In the email, Rhodes says Rice should “underscore that these protests are rooted in an Internet 
video, and not a broader failure of policy.”
.

White House e-mail reinforces Benghazi talking points
By Colby Itkowitz

 New White House e-mails made public Tuesday by conservative Judicial Watch further support that the Obama team wanted then-U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice to stress that a video disparaging the Prophet Muhammad was the catalyst for a series of anti-American protests across the Islamic world, including the deadly attacks on the Benghazi mission in September 2012.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAiOEV0v2RM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAiOEV0v2RM
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/09/12/remarks-president-deaths-us-embassy-staff-libya
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/09/12/remarks-president-deaths-us-embassy-staff-libya
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/09/197780.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/09/197780.htm
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/09/201291512714470776.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/09/201291512714470776.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1209/16/sotu.01.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1209/16/sotu.01.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/09/18/press-briefing-press-secretary-jay-carney-9182012
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/09/18/press-briefing-press-secretary-jay-carney-9182012
http://dni.gov/files/documents/Newsroom/Press%20Releases/ODNI_Benghazi_Statement_9.28.2012.pdf
http://dni.gov/files/documents/Newsroom/Press%20Releases/ODNI_Benghazi_Statement_9.28.2012.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-10-04/pdf/2012-24504.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-10-04/pdf/2012-24504.pdf
http://www.niacouncil.org/site/PageServer?pagename=About_pickering
http://www.niacouncil.org/site/PageServer?pagename=About_pickering
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/nov/26/pro-iranian-fabrications/?page=all
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/nov/26/pro-iranian-fabrications/?page=all
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http://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/p17907.xml?genre_id=3
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/88323.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/88323.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/202446.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/202446.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-34222_162-57560026-10391739/state-dept-officials-resign-following-benghazi-report/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-34222_162-57560026-10391739/state-dept-officials-resign-following-benghazi-report/
http://www.collins.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/81d5e2d9-cc8d-45af-aa8b-b937c55c7208/Flashing%20Red-HSGAC%20Special%20Report%20final.pdf
http://www.collins.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/81d5e2d9-cc8d-45af-aa8b-b937c55c7208/Flashing%20Red-HSGAC%20Special%20Report%20final.pdf
http://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/10.2.12-Issa-Chaffetz-to-Clinton.pdf
http://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/10.2.12-Issa-Chaffetz-to-Clinton.pdf
http://aoprals.state.gov/Web920/location_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=1398&PostCode=&EffectiveDate=20120715
http://aoprals.state.gov/Web920/location_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=1398&PostCode=&EffectiveDate=20120715
http://aoprals.state.gov/Web920/location_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=1398&PostCode=&EffectiveDate=20120715
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-250_162-57529888/house-probes-security-leading-up-to-libya-attack/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-250_162-57529888/house-probes-security-leading-up-to-libya-attack/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/09/us-libya-usa-idUSBRE89815N20121009
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/09/us-libya-usa-idUSBRE89815N20121009
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/19/benghazi-state-department-officials-resign
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/19/benghazi-state-department-officials-resign
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http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/12/26/state-department-official-who-resigned-after-libya-findings-reportedly-staying/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/12/26/state-department-official-who-resigned-after-libya-findings-reportedly-staying/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/12/26/state-department-official-who-resigned-after-libya-findings-reportedly-staying/
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/12/19/three_state_department_officials_resign_over_benghazi).
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/12/19/three_state_department_officials_resign_over_benghazi).
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_4787.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5762.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/10/25/was-syrian-weapons-shipment-factor-in-ambassadors-benghazi-visit/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/10/25/was-syrian-weapons-shipment-factor-in-ambassadors-benghazi-visit/
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